By GERALD HARBOROW.
THIS patient came to me at the Metropolitan Hospital in July last, with a swelling in the incisor region of the mandible.
Four days previous to his visit he had had great pain followed by swelling, which discharged later; after this he had little pain and only slight discharge. On examination there was marked oral sepsis but the only teeth seen in the mandible were 15 57 There was not much swelling now, but a good deal of bone thickening. There was a foul sinus in the sulcus to the right of the middle line and this was large enough to simulate a tooth socket. On passing a probe, bare bone, and what felt like a tooth, could be made out. From exploration it could be clearly diagnosed that the condition was more than an O-OD 1 [April 23, 1923. `74 Harborow: Unerupted Incisors; Mellanby: Caries -ordinary alveolar abscess. The patient was sent for X-ray examination and -a mouth wash was ordered.
The X-ray photograph showed unerupted teeth, four being plainly visible, but which teeth they were was uncertain ( fig. 1 ).
The patient could not supply any definite history; he was a healthy man *and had had no illness and no trouble or pain with his teeth. He had been without front teeth for at least twelve years. He remembers having had little black stumps level with the gum, but these fell out, they were not extracted. His work necessitates his using a stock and bit, which he rests against his ,chin in working it. This has caused some thickening of the soft tissues.
The operation, which was carried out under chloroform and ether anaesthesia, ,consisted in making an incision to the full extent of the swelling and cutting ,way the outer wall. This did not give a very satisfactory field for operation, but the teeth could be felt quite easily. They were loosened by the straight FIG. 2. elevator and removed with Reed's forceps. Their removal did not present any great difficulty. They consisted of the two canines and lateral incisors. The patient did well and at the.end of three weeks I examined him again and was surprised to find that a tooth could be felt in the cavity. Further X-ray examination showed two teeth, one almost horizontal, the other leaning over to the left side. The patient was again anaesthetized with chloroform and ether and the teeth were removed by the same method used for the others; but these caused a considerable amount of difficulty, due no doubt to their being implanted more deeply in the bone and to their position. On examination of the teeth it will be noticed that the left central incisor has a curved root and is undoubtedly the one which was horizontal, the right leaning towards the left side; each tooth shows some rarefaction at the root; the canines only show the thickened cement, which is usual in cases of delayed eruption (fig. 2 ). "Dr. Black's researches led him finally to the belief that caries of the -teeth is a factor of the environment of the teeth, and not of the structural peculiarities of the teeth themselves; that structural features may influence. [March 26, 1923. 
